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CAS  71-36-3 
 
Substance name n-Butanol 

 
Toxicity 
 
Workplace exposures to n-butanol have been associated with  eye, nose and throat irritation and 
neurological effects such as dizziness, vertigo, and hearing impairment.1,2  It is classified by Reprotext as 
a “A-“ reproductive hazard.3  In animals, fetotoxicity  and teratogenicity was observed at high doses by 
both the inhalation and oral routes of exposure.4,5,6,7 
 
Exposure 
 
N-butanol is a widely used industrial solvent used for paints, lacquers, varnishes, resins and dyes.2  
Product testing by the Danish government detected  n-butanol in several categories of children’s 
products including slimy toys, children’s tents , coatings on wooden toys , and a scented rubber toy.8  N-
butanol is listed as an ingredient in paints, sharpie markers, dry erase markers, and nail products in the 
National Library of Medicine Household Products Database.9     N-butanol occurs naturally as a product 
of carbohydrate fermentation and is present in  food.10 
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